“What God Has Done”
January 4, 2015
Ephesians 1:4-14
“What hath God wrought?” Our modern English would be “What has God done?” This is a line from the Book of Numbers (23:23). On May 18, 1844, the inventor of the telegraph, Samuel F. B. Morse, met with the U.S. Congress. He was there to demonstrate his new invention, a telegraph, to them. In this demonstration witnessed by members of our Congress, Morse dispatched the first telegraph message from the U.S. Capitol to Alfred Vail at a railroad station in Baltimore, Maryland. The message --"What Hath God Wrought?"--was telegraphed back to the Capitol a moment later by Vail. [Found on www.desiringgod.org]. That was the beginning of what we now call telecommunications. 
I’ve titled today’s sermon “What God Has Done.” Shall we pray?
Please take your Bible with me and open it to the Book of Ephesians chapter two.

How many of you like to do things for others? You and I live in a world that is continually emphasizing all that you do; how great you are or how good you are. Well, when was the last time you listened to a sermon just on how much God has done; in particular, what God has done on your behalf?

Now, it is extremely important that you “do,” that you “obey,” that you “serve” the LORD; that the Bible direct and control your thoughts. But, what’s on my heart today is that you see how valuable it is to live your daily life with an understanding of what He has done?

You see, without His work, without His works, without His faithfulness, without His acting upon you, you would have no reason for good works, for obedience, for surrender, for growing up in Christ. Please let these glorious thoughts fill your mind and heart today. Let them sway you. Let them bring you into a sense of His greatness; His faithfulness, and the fact that He deserves all your attention, all your time, all your heart’s love; and, as you area about to see, that He is the One Who can and does supply all your needs.
Thomas Chisholm wrote these words in 1925 as a testimony that God was his Provider.

What I’ll be sharing with you today is a “the God-centered Life of the Christian.” It’s too easy and it’s common for Believers to fall into the “Me-centered life.” But, by far, the greatest joys of living come as we see the things the LORD has done. 
And as you’ll see from the Bible today, the key that unlocks this “God-centered life” is believing what He says. Faith is what pleases the LORD. Faith first; first, walk in faith. Then, walk in love and obedience and truth.

He has provided a way for you to walk in close fellowship with Him; simple faith; believing God. That is the glorious path to a much closer connection with Him. 
What is it that you will believe?
Here, then is what God has done. Let you heart be filled with these things. Believe them. Enjoy them. Rejoice in each one. And as you rejoice, notice how your spirit then turns in worship to the LORD. Look with me at just some of the things God has done for us. With each Scripture I’d like you to answer the question “What has God done?” 
For example, Ephesians 2:5 “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us [made us alive] together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) … (8) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:…”
What has God done? He “has quickened us.” Quicken is that Old English term meaning “to spring to life,” and “to make alive” It’s the term that used every time we read about a resurrection from the dead. So, what has God done? He has given us life. 
And what else has God done. He has “saved” us.
You’ve likely heard me say this before. But one of the greatest concepts in the way the Bible uses language is found in the “Passive Voice.” 
It’s easy for us look at verbs like “hath quickened us” and “saved us” only in our English “past tense” manner. But that’s not accurate. The Passive Voice is the voice that tells us this: something has happened to us. Yes, it did occur in the past. But the greatest part of it is this. It happened to us. We are the ones who’ve been “quickened” and “saved.”
You and I have been “made alive.” Doesn’t that imply something? Doesn’t that say that we needed quickening? And we are saved. Doesn’t that imply that we needed saving?
Next, turn with me to I Corinthians chapter six.

I Corinthians 6:9 “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

(10) Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”
“You are washed.” Doesn’t that tell you that you were once dirty?
“You are sanctified.” Doesn’t that tell you that you were once unholy?
“You are justified.” Doesn’t that tell you that you were once unrighteous?
Heaven holds a great day for you and me. Heaven is a place of perfect peace and perfect joy and perfect love. No one is fearful in Heaven. No one is gloomy. No one is depressed or sour or bitter because there is nothing that God cannot and will not provide. [Found on www.cfcindia.com.] Hour after hour we will be rejoicing in all that God has done for us. Folks, if that’s so, why wait? Why not revel in it right now? Are you not washed? Are you not sanctified? Are you not justified?
Lean in on these facts as much as you possibly can. Folks, a Christian who lives a “God-centered life” thrives on his or her awareness of all that He has done.
Next, go with me to Galatians 3.

Galatians 3:13 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: …”
Are you not redeemed?
II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (18) And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;…”
Aren’t you a new creation in Christ?

Haven’t the old things passed away?

Here’s what Scripture tells us God has done.
He quickened us.

He saved us.

He washed us.

He sanctified us.

He justified us.

He redeemed us.

He reconciled us.

Haven’t you been reconciled?

Let’s suppose you owned your own business. Try to imagine your life in this way for just a moment. Think of it as if you owned a business. You know that your income must meet or exceed any expenses. If the debit side of the ledger gets too high you are in danger. At some point you could conceivably lose your business. You might have to file bankruptcy. You could lose everything. 
Now suppose you were running at a $100,000.00 deficit. The creditors (those you owed money to) want their money; but you have no reserves. Everything you have has been sunk into your business. You are in trouble and it looks like there is no way out. 
Now suppose someone came in and handed you a check for $250,000.00; a gift with no strings attached. What would happen to the debt? It would be canceled. And you would have $150,000.00 of working capital to help you get the business up and running again.
Now apply this to your spiritual life: all the sins of your life are on the negative side of the balance sheet. There is nothing (Nothing! Nothing good spiritually speaking) on the positive side of the ledger sheet. When it’s totaled up you see that the debt of sin makes the federal deficit look like pocket change. You are responsible! You incurred the debt. You chose your sins freely. Therefore you deserve the punishment. The law condemns you. But God intervenes. God makes you alive. He quickened you. He saves you. He washes you. He sanctifies you. He justifies you. He redeems you. He reconciles you. He pays off the entire debt and guarantees your operating capital.
How? He’s paid for your sin with Christ's life and death and resurrection. In those days, it was common practice for the ones who were condemned to die on a cross to have their crimes posted above their head. Above the head of Jesus imagine a listing of your sins. Imagine that He died in your place. Imagine that His goodness was applied to your account. Your debt was canceled. And all that He has is now credited to your side of the spiritual ledger. Now, where do you stand? [Found on www.unionchurch.com in an article titled “What Has God Done?”]
You see, folks, what really matters in a “God-centered life” is what God is and what God has done. Hasn’t He wonderfully acted on your behalf? Hasn’t He done for you the most amazing things ever? 

Paul says to Timothy “Meditate on these things.” I am saying to you today “Meditate on these things. Dwell on them. Enjoy them. See them as God’s personal interest in you. See them as God’s work on your behalf.

But let me add this. Knowing these glorious realities will make you the happiest soul on planet earth. You will see yourself in an entirely different light. You will begin to smile at the truth of God.
And when you go out to serve Him, your heart will be so full of Him that you won’t be able to contain it. Don’t you agree with me that we are way too full of ourselves? For the most part, life is “all about me.”

And all the while God’s greatest peace and greatest joys and greatest love is found in all He has done for you.

Now, go with me to Colossians chapter two.

Colossians 2:13 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened [made us alive] together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;…”
What has the LORD done? He has, as you now know, quickened you together with Christ? Are you now alive? And here’s how He quickened you. He quickened you when He forgave you all your trespasses. 
Haven’t you been forgiven of all your trespasses? Then, you are alive in Christ. It’s that simple. And it’s that glorious.
Now, back one chapter in Colossians to chapter one. 

Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (14) In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:…”
What has He done. Hasn’t He delivered you from the power of darkness? Hasn’t He translated you into the kingdom of His dear Son?
I John 4:19 “We love him, because he first loved us.”
Hasn’t He loved you?  When was the last time you searched the Scriptures just to see what the LORD has done for you, in you, to you? Why not begin the year 2015 and your daily Bible Reading with a notebook and a pen in your hand. And every time you discover something new that God has done for you, record it.
And think about how this affects you when you are telling someone the Gospel. Is your emphasis upon what they can do for God? Or do you explain and illustrate all that God has done for them? You see, when a sinful soul comes to believe on Christ, he or she comes to believe in one primary thing – what God has done for them.
Now, lastly, what is the practical effect of dwelling on these works of God? Here’s at least some of the value of this new awareness. It will result in at least these few things:
· You will invest more of your day recalling the things He does. 
· You will begin living a “God-centered life.”
· You will spend less time regretting the past and more time living and enjoying the present
· You will invest more of your day recalling the things He does. 
· You will begin living a “God-centered life.”
· You will spend less time regretting the past and more time living and enjoying the present
· You will find you are able to forgive others.
· You will love the LORD with more passion.
[Found on www.unionchurch.com in an article titled “What Has God Done?”]
· You will say “God’s will be done.”

· You will believe that as He has done so much for me, so He will take even more care of me. We all have a tendency to forget what the LORD has done when we face another difficulty, don’t we?
· God’s will is no longer a burden, but a blessing. 
Folks, what has happened to you? What happened to you is what God did. It’s not so much what you’ve done or what the world is doing or even what everyone else is doing. What really matters is this. What has God done for you? What has He accomplished in the death of Christ at Calvary? What difference does it make?
Does it not create in you greater gratitude?

Does it not create in you deeper humility?

Does it not create in you larger trust in Him?
Does it not create in you more worship?

Does it not create in you a happier love for Him?

Does it not give you cause for a full surrender of your life to Him?

Come back to the Cross today. Come back to your birthplace. Come back to your birthright? Come back to the things God has done and spend your day dwelling on them. see what the LORD has done and then go out and live in light of those things this year.
Lift up your heart in praise and adoration to Him for all He has done for you. Spend just a quarter of this day saying thank you for all that He has done.
Deuteronomy 5:15 “And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: ...”
In January we usually take a few minutes to look back and see what has happened in the previous year. Why not switch that up a bit this year and look back at what the LORD has done and determine to live 2015 with an attitude of full gratitude for what He’s done.
And folks, when you are convinced that all these things are things that the LORD has done for you personally, then you will be changed even more into the image of His Son. 

So, what can you do for the next five days in light of today’s lesson? Here’s what you can do. Find that notebook and title one page “What has God done?” Then, as you read God’s word each day this week, write down those things you find in the Bible that He did. And let those things be the catalyst for your prayers. You see, if God has done all these things for you, will He not do even more than this?
Here’s how Paul viewed those very same things. Romans 8:29 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
(30) Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. (31) What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” (32) He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
Has He not predestinated you to be conformed to image of His Son? 

Has He not called you? Has He not justified you? Has He not glorified you? Then, what else will He then do on your behalf? Will He not freely give you all things?
Psalm 126:2 “Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them. (3) The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.”
Now, let me be as clear as I can possibly be. God has done all these things. Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision is here, but you have no possession of these things. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received any of them. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
Folks, you may attend Church your entire life. You may have heard the Gospel a thousand times. But if you’ve never repented; if you’ve never received Christ as your Savior, then all your efforts for Him, all your attempts a righteousness, all your profession of being a Christian amount to nothing. 
God will not grant you entrance into His heaven. Your spiritual condition must change in order for you to enter the realms of glory. Try though you will, without an awareness of your sin and its awfulness before God and without an aware-ness that apart from Christ you will never get out from under the condemnation of your sin, you cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven.
Folks, it’s all of God or it’s nothing. Christ died. He rose again. He did it all for your justification. Yet, it you refuse it; if you reject the Cross as God’s only answer for your eternal condition, you will close your eyes in death and be the same in Hell as you are today.

Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you?
That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. Try anything else. Get anything else mixed into it, and it’s no longer His work. It’s an ugly mixture.

You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the Cross becomes your only Hope. 

So, what will you do? Will you leave with the same thoughts you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His life today? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?
Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.
