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Ephesians 2:1-10
Please open your Bible today with me to the second chapter of the Book of Ephesians. 

I want to begin today by saying something to you about the truth. Most people want other people to be truthful to them; but we will sometimes color the truth to justify ourselves.

There once was a day in the United States of America that, in order to testify [to tell the truth] in a court of law, you were required to place your hand on a Bible and swear before God using an oath. In that oath you promised to “tell the truth, the whole truth; and nothing but the truth, so help me God.” 
One of the most intriguing things about the truth is this. The truth leads you in the right direction. The truth brings you into the light. It brings you towards God. And it always leaves you in a better condition than before you heard it.
Do you remember that time when, as a little child, you lied to your parents? How did you feel before you “got caught”? How did it feel to “get caught”? How did it feel to know you were about to experience the consequences of your not telling the? And then, weren’t you glad when the truth was finally out; even if you had to face the consequences?
And although many people will say, quote “you can’t handle the truth,” the truth is really the best thing for a human soul.

Now, the Book of truth for the human race is the Bible. It’s a truth-filled book. In John 17:7, Jesus said this in His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. “… thy word is truth.”
In Psalm 119:142 we read “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.” 

In Psalm 25:5 we read this. “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.”
God is a God of truth. Psalm 31:5 says “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.”
Psalm 117:2 “For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD.”
Psalm 146:5 “Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: (6) Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:…”
 Your Bible stands head and shoulders over every other book in the universe. It’s the truth. And the truth is of God. He is the God of truth. 
Now, sometimes God presents the truth in pictures. As you know, the Bible is full of pictures. Some are quite beautiful. Some are anything but beautiful.

I’ve brought along two contrasting pictures as illustrations today. It seems as if there’s a lot of make-overs being done today, from people to houses to lawns and neighborhoods. As you can see here, this is the same house. Yet, it’s changed in a lot of ways.

Here’s a picture that isn’t easy to enjoy. The photographer didn’t capture the right things. He didn’t shoot it from the right perspective. He didn’t focus properly. Yet, once you see this picture, you know there’s got to be a better one. So some pictures are not pretty to look at. But they do serve a purpose.

My second picture has must more to it; more beauty, more perspective, etc. And it’s far more appealing.

Now, as we are about to see from your Bible, the Apostle Paul also brings to us two very different pictures; two quite accurate paintings. First, Paul paints a picture of the human soul apart from salvation. It’s a true picture of you and me before we came to Christ; not pretty, but truthful. And in a moment, I will also show you the second painting, the picture of what you are once you’ve been saved.

I’ve titled today’s sermon “Saved By Grace.” Shall we pray?

The first painting I’ve titled “Apart from Christ.” Now, as you can easily see, Paul’s portrait of your life before you came to know the LORD is awful. Note with me verse one of this second chapter of Ephesians.
Ephesians 2:1 “And you hath he quickened [made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins; (2) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Ephesians 2:1 “And you hath he quickened [made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins; (2) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
If the LORD were to paint your portrait, is this what He would paint? Here’s how the Holy Spirit has painted your portrait; the portrait of your life, before salvation, apart from Christ? These words aren’t just a description of the worst of human society. They describe you and me. Notice verse three. (3) “Among whom also we all had our conversation [conduct and lifestyle]…”
One, before Christ, you lived according to the rules of a deceiver. Ephesians 2: 2 “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: …”
You know, I’m sure, just who this deceiver is. He’s the devil himself. John describes him this way in the Book of Revelation at chapter twelve. Revelation 12:9 “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”
The Devil, even Satan, lives to deceive. And the entire world dwells in the wicked one. Folks, can you see why it’s so important that you read and study the Scriptures? Can you see how the Holy Spirit describes us so accurately as to what we like before we came to Christ? Here’s Ephesians 2:2
(2) “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:…” 

Apart from Christ, you followed a certain course in your life; you conducted yourself in a certain way. You walked according to the prince of the power of the air. You conducted yourself according to the spirit who is right now working in the children of disobedience.
Satan, the deceiver, has many names. Here Paul designates him “the prince of the power of the air and the spirit who now works in the children of disobedience.” A prince is a ruler. And you can’t see a spirit. This Satan, this ruler, has authority. He has a kingdom. He has subjects; you and me. He rules the realm of sin. And his realm is a kingdom of deep spiritual darkness. 
By the way this term “prince of the power of the air” is a reference to the air around us where the demonic hosts congregate and where they attempt to influence your thoughts, your attitudes and your behavior. Satan and his demons live and move in the very world around us.
Paul also calls Satan an angel of light. II Corinthians 11:4 “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” The devil only appears to be an angel of light. But he’s really a devil of darkness; a deceiver. 
He reigns over a dark kingdom. Spiritual darkness reigns until that power is broken by simple faith in the Person and work of Jesus. Satan’s power is a power of spiritual darkness out of which only Christ can deliver you. Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:…”
Paul further describes him to the Corinthians like this. II Corinthians 5:3 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”
You see, this prince, Satan, the deceiver, maintains the maximum level of spiritual blindness in the world he can. He does everything possible to hide the Gospel from the lost. He does all he can possibly do to keep human beings in unbelief.

So, before meeting Jesus Christ you live according to the principles, the directives, and the rules of a fallen character, a deceiver; someone who rules his kingdom like a madman rules a jail full of prisoners. He cares nothing for them, except to treat them with meanness and keep them in their prison cell.
Prior to salvation you live according to Satan’s deceptions. You follow a life-course that pleases him. (2) “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:…” 
And what is the truth regarding our sins? I John 1:8 says this. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
First, apart from Christ, you live according to the rules of a deceiver.

Second, before Christ, before salvation, you are spiritually dead. Look again at Ephesians 2:1 “And you hath he quickened [made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins;…” 
Before Christ you aren’t just spiritually dull. You are spiritually dead.

Now, notice the truth of your life as a spiritually dead person. You are dead in your trespasses and yours sins. 
Before I came to Christ I was a dead man. Look on down at verse five. Ephesians 2:5 “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)…”
Colossians 2:13 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;…”

Dead is the central term here. Dead is a very powerful term. Paul, in presenting the truth to the Ephesian Christians, is describing you before you are introduced to the LORD Jesus. It’s your condition before God until His saving grace enters your heart. And dead means one thing “without life.”
You see, on the day that Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, death passed upon all of us. Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:…”
God had specifically warned Adam. Genesis 2:17 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
Most of us, when we hear the term “dead,” we think only of physical death. And the Bible does use the term “death” to describe that event also. But, the Bible uses the term in a far broader sense. It’s God’s description of you before you are introduced to His grace. 
Before you come to the LORD, before you receive the free gift of salvation, before you believe on Christ, you are spiritually dead; completely and thoroughly without spiritual life. No wonder people can’t get out of their addictions and their sinful lifestyles. They are powerless. 
First, apart from Christ, you live according to the rules of a deceiver.

Second, before Christ, before salvation, you are spiritually dead.

Third, your conversation; your lifestyle looks like this: you fulfill the desires of the flesh and the mind. Ephesians 2:2 “Among whom also we all had our conversation [conduct and lifestyle] in times past in the lusts [desires] of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;…”
Now, there is a difference between the desires of the flesh and the desires of the mind. But they are equally sinful. You see, living inside of each of us is sinful Adam. We’ve all equally descended from the same father. Our father, Adam, passed on to us fleshly desires and mental desires that are ungodly and unholy and enable us to live a very selfish life. Apart from Christ our desires ache to be filled. We hardly care if they are godly or ungodly. And so we live the life of the natural man with a conduct rooted in fulfilling the desires of our flesh and our minds.  
Here’s Paul describing your natural state again. I Corinthians 2:14 “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
Will you agree with God today that He’s right? We’re wrong in a lot of ways; especially in our opinion of ourselves. By nature, we are in the wrong. And we are in dire need of being “made right.”

That leads me to the fourth part of this portrait. 
First, apart from Christ, you live according to the rules of a deceiver.

Second, before Christ, before salvation, you are spiritually dead.

Third, your conversation; your lifestyle looks like this: you fulfill the desires of the flesh and the mind.
Fourth, we are children of wrath. 
Ephesians 2:2 “Among whom also we all had our conversation [conduct and lifestyle] in times past in the lusts [desires] of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” 
The human race is qualified here by this very convicting phrase “”were by nature the children of wrath.” Because of our sins, God must respond to each human heart. And because our hearts are so far from godliness and righteous-ness. And because we are so self-willed and arrogant, He must in holiness exercise wrath. All of us, by our own sinful lifestyles, are under Divine Wrath.
Can you see how valuable it is to see yourself as God sees you before you came to the LORD? Folks, if we haven’t seen ourselves as we really are before the LORD, we will not be able to properly respond to the LORD. When you accept God’s estimate of you, then you have opened yourself up to His spiritual light.
Now, this is the truth. You and I, before we meet Christ, are under Divine wrath. It’s a bleak, yet accurate summary of what you are like prior to salvation. And the sooner you see and understand this revelation, the sooner you see your need for a Savior and for the spiritual lights to come on. 
The first portrait is titled “Apart from Christ.”

The second portrait is titled “Saved by Grace.”

First, what you are before you come to Christ.
Second, what you are now that you’ve come to Christ.
Now, with such a horrible picture in front of you, let me turn your heart and mind towards a much more beautiful picture. It’s portrait number two; a portrait painted here by the Holy Spirit in which He describes what happens when you are saved and what you are like after you are saved; after you have come to know Christ.

It’s found in this same chapter, Ephesians two, beginning at verse four. Ephesians 2:4 “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, (5) Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
(6) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  (7) That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
(8) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (9) Not of works, lest any man should boast. (10) For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

Portrait number one is gloomy, dark, depressed, disheartening; yet accurate. Portrait number two is bright, encouraging, up-lifting and full of joy; and accurate.
“But God…” This God, the only true God is one of genuine love and mercy. You see, only true sinners need this kind of love and mercy. Notice the power of His love and mercy in the time here; verse five. (5) “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)…”

He loved us when? When we were “dead in sins.”

Colossians 2:13 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;…”

When we were dead, God did something to us and for us. He quickened us. He made us live. And as He did so, He forgave us all our trespasses. What a huge, huge caring, loving, merciful God.  

He loved us. He quickened us. He forgave us. He raised us up together with Christ. He seated us with Christ in Heaven itself. And we became His workmanship. He created us in Christ Jesus unto a life of good works. 
Can you see the difference in these two portraits? Can you see any difference in yourself? Is the LORD describing you in Ephesians 2:1-4? And then, is He describing you as one who has experienced that mercy, that love; that saving grace? Which portrait most accurately describes you?
One of simplest things there is is grace. And one of the most amazing and complex things is grace. It’s so simple a little child can experience it. And it’s so complex that the greatest human mind is astounded by it. And God says that it’s that grace that saves you when you respond to Him in simple faith?
Today, you can carefully and closely look at these two portraits. Then ask yourself which one is yours. And will you agree with me that God loves the dead; those dead in trespasses and sins? And, can you agree with me that you understand the two pictures? Are you dead or alive? Are you lost or are you saved? Are you living according to the lusts of your flesh and mind or are you alive with Christ, raised up and seated with Him in Heaven? Are you one of those who are His workmanship? Are you one who has been created for good works? 
It’s always the appropriation of the Scriptures to your heart and life that is the most critical thing. Hearing about it; knowing it; even liking what you hear in a sermon on justification is not enough. It’s only enough to act on it. 
And what is there for you to do?

It’s one thing to know what the LORD says in His word. It’s quite another to apply it to your own heart.

What have you done about your own heart’s condition? 
Now, remember this, simply agree with God. Bring nothing to Him except your sinful soul. Bring Him a dead corpse and come to Him as the guilty sinner you are and believe on the blood of His Son. And God will clear the guilty. He will turn you from death to life; from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His dear Son. He’ll do it today if you will come in repentance and true faith. His will is that we all come to repentance. His will is that you come to repentance. He wants you to be saved by grace today.

Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision of salvation is here, but you may have no possession of it. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received your personal salvation. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
God will not save you until you recognize your true spiritual condition. He is out show you the awfulness of your sin and then to pour out His mercy upon you and bring you into His kingdom. 
What will you do? Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you?
That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the saving grace of Christ becomes your answer. 

So, what will you do? Will you leave with the same way you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His life today? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?

Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # 173 “I’m Forever Grateful”
Extend invitation.


