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Romans 5:1-10
A story is told about Fiorello LaGuardia, who, when he was mayor of New York City during the worst days of the Great Depression and all of WWII, was called by adoring New Yorkers 'the Little Flower' because he was only five foot four and always wore a carnation in his lapel. He was a colorful character who used to ride the New York City fire trucks, raid speakeasies with the police department, take entire orphanages to baseball games, and whenever the New York newspapers were on strike, he would go on the radio and read the Sunday funnies [comics] to the kids. One bitterly cold night in January of 1935, the mayor turned up at a night court that served the poorest ward [area] of the city. LaGuardia dismissed the judge for the evening and took over the bench himself. 
Within a few minutes, a tattered old woman was brought before him, charged with stealing a loaf of bread. She told LaGuardia that her daughter's husband had deserted her, her daughter was sick, and her two grandchildren were starving. But the shopkeeper, from whom the bread was stolen, refused to drop the charges. "It's a real bad neighborhood, your Honor." the man told the mayor. "She's got to be punished to teach other people around here a lesson." 
LaGuardia sighed. He turned to the woman and said "I've got to punish you. The law makes no exceptions--ten dollars or ten days in jail." But even as he pronounced sentence, the mayor was already reaching into his pocket. He extracted a bill and tossed it into his famous sombrero saying: "Here is the ten dollar fine which I now remit; and furthermore I am going to fine everyone in this courtroom fifty cents for living in a town where a person has to steal bread so that her grandchildren can eat. Mr. Baliff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant." 
So the following day the New York City newspapers reported that $47.50 was turned over to a bewildered old lady who had stolen a loaf of bread to feed her starving grand-children, fifty cents of that amount being contributed by the red-faced grocery store owner, while some seventy petty criminals, people with traffic violations, and New York City policemen, each of whom had just paid fifty cents for the privilege of doing so, gave the mayor a standing ovation. 

Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel, Multnomah, 1990, pp 91-2. [Found on www.sermonillustrations.com/grace]. [Accuracy checked by www.snopes.com and found that it was quoted in a book “Best Sermons 1” by James W. Cox from a sermon titled “The Righteous And The Good” by Pastor James N. McCutcheon]. 
Again today I want to go say something about what God does. So, I’ve titled today’s sermon ‘Justified By God.” Shall we pray?  

LaGuardia, unknowingly, shows us what kind of God God is. Isn’t He a Judge? Isn’t He a righteous Judge? Doesn’t He adhere to the law? Doesn’t He pass sentence upon those who’ve broken the law? And yet, doesn’t He do something about it Himself? Doesn’t He do something to us and for us? But also, doesn’t He pay the fine? He sure does. But, as you about to see from the Bible, He does even more. e gives us a right standing in spite of what we’ve done and He gives us much more than we expect or deserve. Today’s topic is “justification.”
First, why does God justify us?
Second, what does justification mean?

Third, is it real in your heart?

First, Why? Why does God justify us?

Charles Spurgeon and Joseph Parker both had churches in London in the 19th century. On one occasion, Parker commented on the poor condition of children admitted to Spurgeon's orphanage. It was reported to Spurgeon however, that Parker had criticized the orphanage itself. Spurgeon blasted Parker the next week from the pulpit. The attack was printed in the newspapers and became the talk of the town. People flocked to Parker's Church the next Sunday to hear his rebuttal. "I understand Dr. Spurgeon is not in his pulpit today, and this is the Sunday they use to take an offering for the orphanage. I suggest we take a love offering here instead." The crowd was delighted. The ushers had to empty the collection plates 3 times. Later that week there was a knock at Parker's study. It was Spurgeon. "You know Parker, you have practiced grace on me. You have given me not what I deserved, you have given me what I needed. [“Moody Monthly, December 1983, page 81; Found on www.sermonillustrations.com/grace].

Why does the LORD justify us? One reason, at least: because He is a God of great grace.
Please turn with me to Romans 3:24. “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:…”
Titus 3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 
What you will find over and over in Scripture is this. Mankind can only be “justified by.” But by what? We, according to the Bible, are justified “by” God’s grace. 
Acts 20:24 “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”

Why does God justify us? 
He justifies us freely; meaning, because He wants to. Romans 3:24. “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:…”
Justification is the act of a Judge. But it’s the act of a Judge Who treats us like LaGuardia. He acts towards us with His grace. 
You see, it’s extremely difficult to justify someone. Actually, apart from the LORD’s grace, there is no justification.
The first reason God justifies us is because of His grace. 

The second reason is because we can’t justify ourselves.

Paul tells us this in Romans 3:28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

And here’s what Paul wrote to the Galatians. Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”
Here’s the simple teaching concerning you and me. All you good works; all your good deeds can never bring you to being justified by God. How many people are there that you and I know who think that they are able in and of themselves to do enough good things to get God to justify them? How many times have you heard the words “God helps those who help themselves”?
In other words, most of us or many of us want to find a way to be right with God without letting God do all the work. Folks, all your attempts to please God by good deeds fall on deaf ears with God. And why? Because justification is something no human being can do. 

Why does God justify?
Because He is a God of great grace. Because we can’t justify ourselves. And because we need it.

Only God can do it. We can’t possibly do it. And yet, we all need to be justified.
Listen again with me to the Holy Spirit speaking in Paul. Romans 5:6 “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (8) But God commendeth [shows] his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (10) For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”
Did you notice God’s description of you and me apart from His justification in Christ?
Romans 5:6 “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (8) But God commendeth [shows] his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (10) For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”
The LORD is lovingly blunt. He knows we need to see ourselves as He sees us. And everyone on planet earth needs justification because we stand as ungodly, as sinners, and as enemies.
Now, remember again what happened in LaGuardia’s courtroom in 1935. This woman was ungodly. She had stolen what was not hers. She was a sinner. She’d sinned by braking one of the laws. And she had made herself into an enemy by her behavior. 
And how about you? Have you seen yourself as the LORD describes you: ungodly, a sinner, and His enemy? Folks, everyone stands either condemned or justified. Are you condemned today or do you stand freely justified by His grace? Have you taken the free justification or do you want to continue in the state of condemnation?

First, then, why? Why? Because He freely chooses to do so. Why? Because we can’t justify ourselves. Why? Because we all need it.
Second, what is it? What does the word justification mean?
Romans 8:33. Romans 8:33 “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.”
What is justification? Justification is a legal act. Do you see this term “lay anything to the charge of”? Prior to justification, you’ve been charged with your own sins. 

Those of you who’ve been to court know that if you didn’t break the law, you wouldn’t be before the judge. So, the reason you are standing before him is because you’ve been charged with a crime. 

That’s what Paul is referring to here in verse thirty-three. So then, what is justification? It’s the act of God in which He legally and eternally acquits a believing sinner of all the charges against him and declares him righteous. Every charge, every act you committed when you broke one of God’s commands, every time you lied, stole, took the LORD’s name in vain, every time you were immoral, every time you coveted, every time you hated someone in your heart; every sin you committed on your list of charges gets eliminated when you are justified.

Can you see with me that justification is God’s work on your behalf? Can you see that the opposite of justification is condemnation? Can you see that you stand either condemned for your sins or justified before God?
Romans 8:34 “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”
It’s a simple fact that the One Who condemns is the One Who justifies. We all fall under the exact same condemnation because we are all sinners. This is why we need justification. We need it because our sins have incurred for us Divine Condemnation and the only way to have that condemnation removed from our souls is by justification. 
And what then is the effect of justification upon your soul? Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Justification is the act of God in which He legally and eternally acquits a believing sinner of all the charges against him and declares him righteous. You are no longer condemned. Instead, you are counted as righteous.
Romans 5:16 “And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. (17) For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 
(18) Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life”.

LaGuardia didn’t just pay the woman’s fine. He took up a collection and gave the entire amount to her. He did for her far more than she ever expected.

First, then, why? Why? Because He freely chooses to do so. Why? Because we can’t justify ourselves. Why? Because we all need it.

Second, what is it? What does the word justification mean?
Third, is it real in your heart?

And the hardest part of justification is what? The hardest part of justification is this. Have you repented? Have you changed your mind about what God did for you at the Cross? The most important part of justification is the application to your personal life.
Folks, as one man puts it “He’s put all His cards on the table. Now, what are you going to do?”

You see, you can know and fully agree with me that God freely chooses to justify us because we can’t justify ourselves. And you can fully agree with me that you understand the meaning of justification. But are you justified? Have you been declared righteous?

It’s always the application of the Scriptures to your heart and life that is the most critical thing. Hearing about it; knowing it; even liking what you hear in a sermon on justification is not enough. It’s only enough to act on it. 
And what is there for you to do?

Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”
Romans 4:5 “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”
It’s one thing to know what the LORD says in His word. It’s quite another to apply it to your own heart.

What have you done about your own heart’s condition?

Have you received Christ as your personal LORD and Savior?

Have you been justified?

Have you been to the Cross? Romans 5:9 says this. “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” 
Now, remember this, don’t say you can’t receive it. Don’t say you can’t do it. Don’t say it’s impossible because your sins are too many or too great. Simply agree with God. Bring nothing to Him except your sinful soul. Come to Him as the guilty sinner and believe on the blood of His Son. And God will clear the guilty. He will deliver you from condemnation to justification. His will is that we all come to repentance. His will is that you come to repentance. He wants you to be justified today.

Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision of justification is here, but you may have no possession of it. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received your personal justification. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
Folks, you may attend Church your entire life. You may have heard the Gospel a thousand times. But if you’ve never repented; if you’ve never received Christ as your Savior, then all your efforts for Him, all your attempts at justification, all your profession of being a Christian amounts to nothing. 
God will not grant you entrance into His heaven. Your spiritual condition must change from condemnation to justification in order for you to enter the realms of glory. Try though you will, without an awareness of your sin and its awfulness before God and without an awareness that apart from Christ you will never get out from under the condemnation of your sin, you cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven.
Folks, God has worked the work of justification at the Cross. Christ died. His justification is available and offered to you. Yet, if you refuse it; if you reject the Cross as God’s only answer for your condemnation, you will close your eyes in death and be the same in Hell as you are today.

Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you?
That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. Try anything else. Get anything else mixed into it, and it’s no longer His work. It’s an ugly mixture.

You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the Cross becomes your answer. 

So, what will you do? Will you leave with the same thoughts you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His life today? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?

Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.


