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Romans 13:1-7

Can you recall these words “Secure the blessings of liberty”? Where are they found? In which of our U.S. governing documents is this line found? Do you think it’s in our U.S. Constitution?  Are they the words of Benjamin Franklin? Or is it part of the Preamble to our Constitution? 
Let me read for you the Preamble (or, the introduction) to our U.S. Constitution says, “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
You might be aware that these words were created by a lawyer; a man with a name that sounds like he was a governor. His name was Gouverneur Morris (January 31, 1752 – November 6, 1818). Mr. Morris was a delegate who, along with fifty-four other men, met at the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention in 1787. He also, along with forty-eight others, signed the Articles of Confederation?

So, I chose today’ sermon title from the Preamble of our U.S. Constitution. I’ve titled it “A Blessed Government.” Shall we pray?
“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
The line “secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our Posterity” come just after five other reasons as to why we established the United States into one country. 

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
So, what about the blessings of liberty? What does it mean when we use the term “a blessed government”?

And the answer is this. God is the One Who has His hand upon the United States of America. 

One well-known man from our modern day is President Ronald Reagan. Here’s what he once said about the blessings of liberty? “I believe with all my heart that standing up for America means standing up for the God who has blessed our land” – R. Reagan.

What’s that great song by Irving Berlin and made famous by Kate Smith in 1938? “God Bless America.”

Spoken: While the storm clouds gather far across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that's free.
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer:
Sung: God bless America, land that I love,
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam,
God bless America,
My home sweet home.
Tomorrow, we will celebrate our 240th birthday. So, I wanted to say something about a blessed government. I also want you to hear some of the words of some of the people who believe that our nation has been blessed by God. I’m sure that some of these words you’ve read or heard before.
Here’s what George Washington said to one of his generals in 1778. “The hand of Providence, the hand of God, has been so conspicuous in all this, the forming of America, that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations, to God and country.” 
Our first president could see the hand of God evident on our land. He reminds us that His hand was conspicuous, which means “to stand out and be clearly visible.” And he also describes those who refuse to see the LORD’s hand on America as “an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked.”

And further, George Washington, our First President, reminds us that we are called to a spirit of gratitude so that we will acknowledge our obligations to both the LORD and to our nation. 

In Psalm 33:12 we read this. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; …” 

So, who here is grateful to God for this country? And does your gratitude show in your activities as a good citizen? How you feel about God and country tells you a lot about your ability to see His hand upon us and about your responsibility to worship Him and live as a good citizen or the United States of America.

One of the signers of our United States Constitution was a Supreme Court Judge named James Wilson. He lived from 1742 to 1798). Here are the words of Justice Wilson. “All laws, however, may be arranged in two different classes. 1) Divine. 2) Human...But it should always be remembered that this [human] law, natural or revealed, made for men or for nations, flows from the same Divine source: it is the law of God...Human law must rest its authority ultimately upon the authority of that law which is Divine”. 
What an understanding of life and the world! What an attitude of respect for God and truth and the need for laws! What an important perspective on the responsibility of the leaders of our country to see the One Who is the True Law-giver!
Here’s a Supreme Court Judge from the 18th Century who understand that there are two kinds of laws on this earth; the laws designed by men and those designed by the LORD. And human law is not true law unless it is resting on the authority of the One Who designed His own laws. Why? Because true laws flow from the heart and mind of God Himself.

Do you remember this passage? Judges 17:6 “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”
Folks, no one has ever enjoyed a society where everyone does whatever is right in their own eyes. In Noah’s day the entire world was filled with violence. How did that happen? Simple. People did whatever they wanted without regard to the laws of God. And the result: violence everywhere. 
What Justice Wilson says is fact. True laws must have a basis in the Divine Law; the Ten Commandments; the Laws of God. 

Next, I found another signer of the U.S. Constitution, Mr. Alexander Hamilton. Hamilton, remember, was the man who created our financial system. He was Secretary of the Treasury under President George Washington. How did Hamilton see the law?
 “The law...dictated by God Himself is, of course, superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times. No human laws are of any validity if contrary to this.” – A. Hamilton

First, then, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Here’s Alexander Hamilton again. “I have carefully examined the evidences of the Christian religion, and if I was sitting as a juror upon its authenticity I would unhesitatingly give my verdict in its favor. I can prove its truth as clearly as any proposition ever submitted to the mind of man.” – A. Hamilton
Next, I found Noah Webster. He’s the man who devised our first English Dictionary. He was born, lived and died in CT. He is buried in a New Haven cemetery. 

He said, “Our citizens should early understand that the genuine source of correct republican principles is the Bible,... particularly the New Testament, or the Christian religion… In my view, the Christian religion is the most important and one of the first things in which all children, under a free government, ought to be instructed.... 
No truth is more evident to my mind than that the Christian religion must be the basis of any government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people....”
Please open your Bible with me today to Romans chapter thirteen. Romans 13 is a word on the topic of the Obligations and Responsibilities of a Christian to his government. And it answers the question “Are Christians to submit to their government?”
(1) “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. (2) Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
(3) For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: (4) for he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

(5) Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. (6) For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. (7) Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.”
Now there are lots of ways to uncover what a blessed government looks like. But the only way that makes sense is to see it from the viewpoint of the LORD. 
First, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Third, a blessed nation is one that is “of God.”
According to the Bible, government is “of God.” This entire first paragraph of Romans 13 tells us that; that, just like the law of gravity is “of God,” so, government is “of God.” He is the One Who has set up authorities over you. Look at what He says in verse one “There is no power, but of God.” Verse two – whenever you resist the authorities, you resist God. Verse four – the authorities over you are the ministers of God. And, add verse six – “they are God’s ministers.” 
Wherever you live in the world and whatever we might think of those in authority over you, the Bible teaches that “Government is of God.”
That means He designed it. He originated it. And government, like business, and the Church and the family are what fulfill His purposes in this world. Just like He made birds to fly and fish to swim, He made authorities and higher powers to govern over the affairs of mankind.
You may not agree with everything President Obama or our Governor or our Selectman does. But don’t let that detract from your understanding that God originated government. The highest ideal and the best thing for any government is to exalt the One Who designed and created it. 
And the purpose of governmental authorities wherever they are is to fulfill the role He gives to it. That means He knows we desperately need, verse one, “the higher powers.”  And keep in mind that the government of Paul’s day was a corrupt one. It was the Roman Empire. It was ruled by some of the most depraved and barbaric men to ever walk on the earth. One of those Roman governors was a man named Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus. 
Nero was the last of the Caesars. He became emperor of Rome at the age of seventeen. Four years later Nero had his own mother murdered. Nero was the one who ordered Christians to fight with wild animals for sport. Then, when he wanted his gardens lit at night, Nero had the Christians dipped in flammable material, placed on posts, and lit afire.
But even with the wickedness of some of those who have ruled in our world, the basic fact is this. Government is not a man-made idea. “There is no power but of God.”
Can you see with me what a truly blessed government is?

First, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Third, a blessed nation is one that is “of God.”
Fourth, a blessed nation is one in which everyone submits to its authority. Look again at verse one. “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers…”
Every command that the LORD gives us in His Word requires either an action or a change of behavior or a change of attitude on your part. Your rightful place in the eyes of God is to “be subject to those in authority.” That means they are in charge and we are their charges. We are subjects under rule. 
Now, you might ask, where is the blessing in that? Just this. Whenever you obey your local police, your state or town laws, or your civil authorities, you are obeying God. 
The Apostle Peter wholly concurs with this. Here’s what Peter says in I Peter 2:13 “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; (14) Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
(15) For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: (16) As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.” 
Notice especially these last five words “as the servants of God.” Here’s the blessing. When you obey the laws of the land, you do so as a servant of God.
But notice also the phrase, “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness…” This means you are not to use your freedom as a way to cover up your evil ways. But use your freedom as one of the LORD’s servants.
First, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Third, a blessed nation is one that is “of God.”
Fourth, a blessed nation is one in which everyone submits to its authority.

Fifth, a healthy government should strike fear into your heart.

Our Government is both a moral and a spiritual ruler. Look again at what Paul says in verse three. Romans 13:3 “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: (4) For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
Now, did you notice that Paul doesn’t tell you everything you need to know about government? He doesn’t tell you how to handle bad laws such as taking the life of the child inside a mother’s womb or laws allowing gay marriage. That’s not his purpose here. Rather he tells us that government is both moral and spiritual. “Rulers are not a terror to good works.” Verse four “He is the minister of God for good,” “the revenger of wrath on those who do evil.”
Folks you don’t have to agree with every new law or the latest Supreme Court ruling. Your obligation is to see your government as God sees it and respond like Jesus did and Paul did and Peter and the other Apostles did with the realization that not all of the laws of man are good. 
But a blessed government is one that God designed. It is a government that strikes fear into your heart; should you do things that are illegal. It has both a moral and a spiritual responsibility. How else could you pray for your President or Governor or State Representatives or the members of the Supreme Court?
Folks, every law has a moral quality to it because the Ultimate Law-Giver is the true basis for both morality and law. So, it’s never a question of whether we like or dislike those in authority over us. God made government as both a moral and a spiritual thing.
Now, along with Paul’s words here, I want to add the words of King David; actually the last words of King David, who said something about the character of those who serve in places of higher power. Here’s what he said in II Samuel chapter twenty-three, verse three. II Samuel 23:3 “The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. (4) And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.”
Can you see how God’s principles apply all over the world from this passage? “He that ruleth over men….” anywhere in the world. Can you see that governmental leaders are held to a very high standard? “He must be just.” Can you see that his dominion over men must be as a servant of God and His Word? “Ruling in the fear of God”? Can you see how the purpose of a governor or legislator will be a huge blessing to those under him? “And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.”
What is the light of the morning like to you, when the sun is rising? What’s a morning without clouds like to you? What is the tender grass like to you just after a rain? 

Whenever governmental authorities see their God-given role and apply His principles to their calling, those under them are tremendously blessed. Here’s another word from the Old Testament on this same subject.  Proverbs 29:2 “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” 

No wonder the Psalmist said this Psalm 33:12 “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.”  

First, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Third, a blessed nation is one that is “of God.”
Fourth, a blessed nation is one in which everyone submits to its authority.

Fifth, a healthy government should strike fear into your heart.

Now last, (and you’ve heard me say this before). Pay your taxes. Look one more time at Paul’s words. Romans 13:6 “For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. (7) Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.”
Tribute is another word for taxes; property taxes, income taxes, or sales tax.

Custom is another word for our modern word “duty.” When you purchase a product in another country and bring it into the United States, you will pay duty. That’s a tax.

And fear? Fear is just another way of saying “respect.”
And honor, as you know, is closely tied to respect. You are to respect those who collect taxes from you and you are to honor them because, as you’ve already seen, “they are God’s ministers.”  
First, a blessed nation is a nation that exists and operates under the laws of man as and when they find their roots in the laws of God.

Second, a blessed nation is one in which the truths of the Bible and Christianity are believed and personally applied.

Third, a blessed nation is one that is “of God.”
Fourth, a blessed nation is one in which everyone submits to its authority.

Fifth, a healthy government should strike fear into your heart.

Sixth, pay your taxes. 
We live in the greatest country in the world. No govern-ment, except the one in Heaven, is perfect. But there is a tremendous blessing in the fact of government, imperfect though it is.
Practically speaking, your responsibility is two-fold. 
One, submit yourself to those in authority over you.

And two, pray for those in authority over you. Paul says this in I Timothy chapter three. (1) “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; (2) For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. (3) For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
(4) Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. (5) For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”
There’s one main reason why you must pray for those in authority over you. Verse two – so that we might be able to lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. That’s pleasing to the LORD. And the effect of both your prayers and your godly and honest lifestyle is the reaching out with the Gospel message to those who are lost. God’s goal is that all men be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. And in order to reach men and women and children with the truth, He gave us His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ. The Cross is the door into a relationship with the Father. There is no other way. 
If you are here today and recognize that you are a sinner who has broken God’s laws. And you now realize that you are in need of a Savior, here is what you must do.
Today is the Day of Salvation. Your need is that you are separated from God by your sin. Repent of your sins and to Believe on the LORD Jesus Christ.

· To Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation.

· To Believe = to simply trust Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins.
The LORD Jesus Christ paid the penalty for every sin you ever committed. He became your Substitute on the day He died on Calvary two thousand years ago. For you, here’s the greatest news in all the world is this: The Father gave His Son to pay the penalty for all your sins. Jesus Christ died on the Cross as your Substitute and wants to be your Savior today. Won’t you cry out to Him for His free gift of salvation? What could possibly hold you back from having a saving relationship with your Creator?
Think about the LORD as the One Who loves you and delights to have you know and understand Him. He delighted in purchasing salvation in order to bring His forgiveness into your heart. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Pray the Sinner’s prayer today. “LORD, I realize I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen”
Please don’t forget these words from the lips of the Son of God. “But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.” (Luke 11:28)

Now, please find Hymn # 816 with me “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”
