“Why Christ Was Born?”
December 21, 2014

Matthew 2:1-10
Would you open your Bible with me today to the Gospel of Matthew at chapter one? The title of today’s sermon is this: “Why Christ Was Born?” Shall we pray?

If someone were to ask you this question this Christmas, what would you give as your answer?

A fourteenth century German artist known as Betram of Minden painted numerous pictures depicting the Person and work of Jesus. Here we see what he titled “The Annunciation.” You can see the Angel of the LORD announcing the coming birth of Jesus to His mother Mary. But what we also see is the baby Jesus being sent from Heaven and from the Father. And the third thing; can you see what the baby Jesus is carrying? It’s a Cross. 
What message might Betram of Minden be conveying in this picture? Can you see the link he makes between the birth of Jesus with the death of Jesus? At the very moment in which the Father sent the Son into the world, from the very moment He left Heaven, the purpose of Christ’s life was that He die upon the cruel cross of Calvary.
On the day our LORD was born, the world may have been completely oblivious to what was happening. But, what was occurring was this. Look with me the message given to Joseph on that night from the angel of the LORD after he had discovered that Mary was going to have a baby? Matthew 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”
The angel plainly and simply declared “Mary was going to have a child, a boy. You are to call Him Jesus. For “He shall save His people from their sins.” 
C.S. Lewis called the birth of Christ “The One Grand Miracle of Christianity, an interference with nature by supernatural power.” [“The Grand Miracle -- God In The Dock, p. 80].
And out on the Judean hillside to a group of Shepherds, we hear the angel say this. Luke 2:11 “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
Why was Christ was sent into this world? He came to be the Savior, Christ the LORD.
Sometime you will need to review all the Christmas carols by looking at the reason for Christ’s birth 

Here’s one called “Ring The Bells” by Harry Bollback

Ring the bells, ring the bells, let the whole world know,
Christ was born in Bethlehem many years ago.
[Now notice the message of the carol]

Born to die that man might live, 
came to earth new life to give,
Born of Mary, born so low, many years ago.
God the Father gave His Son, gave His own beloved One,
To the wicked sinful earth, 
to bring mankind His love, new birth.
Chorus
Ring the bells, ring the bells,
Let the whole world know
Christ the Savior lives today
As He did so long ago!
Ring the bells, ring the bells, what a glorious morn!
Men and angels worship Him, singing, Christ is born!
Born to die on Calvary, born to set His people free,
God Himself in human form, tell it! Christ is born.
He has left His royal throne, He has come to claim His own,
Christ the Lord has come to earth, go spread the news of Jesus' birth. Ring the Bells.
“With the birth of Jesus, God becomes visible in a tiny body for a mother to hold, for shepherds to admire, for magi to worship. He Himself is the miracle! “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9), Jesus said. The Word became flesh. He became one of us -- his Grand Miracle! Let us --who recognize the Miracle --bow the knee.” [Found on www.cslewis.com].
And here’s the hymn written by Charles Wesley “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"

“Fifteen centuries ago, Caesarius of Arles' preached these words on Christmas Day: "The nativity [Christ’s birth] could not be preached without the passion [Christ’s suffering], nor could the passion [be preached] without the glory of the nativity. Christ was born in order that he might suffer, he suffered in order that he might die, he died in order that he might descend into hell, and He descended there in order that he might free the dead." 21st Century writer Lewis Smedes concurs: "It is always evident that the cross casts its shadow over the manger, that Jesus was born in order to die, that God became human in order to do something for our salvation." [Found on www.calvin.edu “Born To Die; Born To Rise”].
The angels announced it. The Scriptures declare it. Preachers throughout the centuries preached it. Artists depict it. Song-writers get us to sing it. And they all concur that there was one specific reason for Christ’s birth.
First, Jesus is “God with us.”

Do you remember what the angel said the LORD was to be called? Said the angel to Joseph Matthew 1:23 “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”
In the first century the name Emmanuel was rare. But all this particular angel was doing was reminding Joseph of the OT prediction of Isaiah the prophet of 800 B.C. Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
Jesus came to be “God with us.” When you gave your child a name in the old days, you were writing upon him your hopes and dreams. But more than that, you were looking for Heaven itself to bestow His blessing upon that child with the message in his or her name. Joseph woke up from his dream, took his wife Mary and knew her not until Jesus was born. 
And what does Emmanuel mean? Simply this: John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
That child brought into humanity the very wonderful presence of God. He is “God with us.” God is with us. God became incarnate. He took on flesh. God came to live among us that day. He took on human flesh and dwelt among us. 
“One whose birth is celebrated at Christmas was none other than the One who brought the whole universe into existence! Our Creator took on the nature of one of His creatures, a helpless infant.” [www.creation.com by Dr. Jonathan D Sarfati  “Why Did God Become Man?”]
This name Emmanuel is a description of Who He is. 
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel” was written by Bob McGee in 1976. He would have us sing.
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
His name is called Emmanuel
God with us, revealed in us
His name is called Emmanuel
We love Him so, we love Him so,
His name is called Emmanuel.
First, Jesus is “God with us.” 
Second, Jesus came to be our Savior. “Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.” The purpose was to become our Savior. The reason is because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;…”
I Timothy 1:15 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I [the Apostle Paul] am chief.”
You know, of all the things you can do at Christmas, this is the best thing you can do. You can and must carefully consider Christ’s birth as it relates to you. 
This is a faithful saying. It’s faithful in the sense of being completely reliable. This word is totally trustworthy. It is worthy of all acceptation. No one in the entire world should reject this saying. And what saying is that?
“…that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…”

“To save” – that’s it in a simply clear and wonderful word. It’s all about salvation. It’s all about being saved. It’s all about you and I, sinners, being saved by Jesus Christ. That’s really the essence of Christmas.
He came here to die on a Roman Cross. He came to be the Sacrifice for your sins. He came to receive the punishment you deserve for your sins. And for whose sins did Christ die? He had no sins of His own.
II Corinthians 5:21 “For he [the Father] hath made him [Jesus Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
I Peter 2:24 “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.”

I Peter 1:18 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; (19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:…”
I John 4:14 “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (17) For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
Acts 4:12 “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
“…that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…”

Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners, of which you are one. 
Christmas is indeed one of the greatest holidays on the calendar. The world has made it into jolly good day often without a single word about the real reason for the season. But if you know that reason and you know that Christ came here to be “God with us;” if you know He came here to become the sacrifice for your sins, then what have you done with Him?

Have you received Him as your Savior and LORD? He is the Savior. He is the LORD. But, is He your Savior? Is He your LORD? If not, why not?
Your best and your first response to Christmas must be this. 
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?

Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 

This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.
 “LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen

Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.
